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11 morning De Clou
to take hi

not interfere With their mls
tJoiTTPhatcver It wa the Ida l
u Mubtle revenge had i-

on the way to court h-

rreak tt-

Hje ntvited tovTOSESSIn on
pretence that U dltrf waaioaHrearly to
see the king Ttfere out wine
und asked hfe guest to be seated

Has the accompanied you
quiU recovered from her fatigue
asked De CoareyIndifferently

a I told you 1 met her yes
dny for a few moments only and I

torn Korry she not in the highest
uplrltn but 0he will be the better tor
seeIng the green fields again Like
myself she is of the country and
not thrive within the walls ot a town

Yes I noticed that when she was in
London-

In London Did you know her In
London

Oh hasnt she told you oi our rola
tionship Perhaps I should not have
mentioned it

What do by your rela-
tionship Y3u are French is pure
English

De Cojircjr threW backhis head and
laughed unheeding and Indeed

the angry color mounting in a
face tba had grown suddenly stern

comrade there are other
relationships between a young man and-
a handsome woman than the ties of
kinship But those days are long past
and I should never have recalled them
had It not been that you two have
been travelling about the country tp
gother Imake no doubt with an in

recalls the sylvan daY of
yore

Armstrong pulled back hischair and
rose to his feet

Sir the lady took her hrothars1
place he being unexpectedly ainu grlev

wounded My has been
that of true comrade to her

Thaf 13 precisely what I have said
jounrey was one of Ar

odianInnocence
Those were your words but your

tono bears a meaning I resent
YOU are quite In error I will say

no more about hor
Toil have already said too much or

too Utile Tell me In plain words what
this relationship was to which you
have refarred

First answer mo Are
you betrothed to Frances WcntwertHf

No I told youlipart toward this
Oh we all say that but I am not tr

the least curious If you intended to
marry her then were my mouth sealed
Very well since you will have It an4
1 take your word as a gantlema
pledged that you will say nothing to
the girl of this until you ire of
Oxford know that I was once her be
trothed She was to my
wife and would have befiii my wife
today had her father not Allen

Your wirer
Yes Her father me perm-

isi to my w urtKlo Jher She
not hive ftta
and I wan herflrs rev
that girl nwur

as frightened
last long Her T
my plans and I
I announced t iiA
Delusion of my lrti PoonV5H Wtttte
lieU and j

Sir lie xfa vArmstrong sworft aMjiigCl XTttg-
of SB own 5ahMsSli
hi band dtc it RSW-

rrt but dip
of his op
MUletly
Dr OourfcjP
he nuked n
you

No tatter fo

first she
did not

culled mfc a
Tie coarse phrerl admit and

did i not represent m IriUjg were
frre you you
response in steel this
net the king map

f my own Whether tfG

T you twold be otflmny disastrous to
h majesty-

I cart nothing for the Draw
you paltroon or I shall kill you where
you

My dear Armstrong I refuse to be
murdered under a misapprehension on
your part I have Mid nothing against
the girl Tis all your own hot

indeed your brawling IB the girl
srvatest danger she might well
tremble If she knew your present occu-
pation If you run yunir nimble sword
through me you give the girl to th
fate that betel her father-

At the first word of danger to
tIM point of Armatrongs

sank to the floor and he stood hesitat-
ing A team of triumph glinted and
died in ti jre iK the Frenchman He
knew he vf s the victor although the
t hHJice be ha3 run i one stage of the
game Hlmost made Ms heart stop

How can any action ofmfne jadp-
ardi KIM Wentworth

It the king knew this lady wee
within MB Jurisdiction h wot klbInstantly rreted and con-
demned Ste entered VVhttelwll day
her father was executed for the sole
purpose jinuiilBrtng pre-
vented ft i ttt of that pur
jKise and these seers are
th resalte1 of my Interference with a
maddened woman

Again you yet if Me had killed
OH both she would but have accom-

plished the justice of GOd
As to truth of fiUsity of my

ptntenients regarding which you make
comments of unseemly terseness you
may nsk the king when you see him
or y iii may lady herself when
you get hepout of It you pre
imitate here you tire likely

to rher pretty head in the bas-
ket When this war is done with I win

far to teach you the correct metn
of M ing a gentleman

ArnwtroMKs sword dropped into scab
hard again and he drew a breath that
was a sigh The poison was already
at work He remembered the distress
of the girl on the road and her wall

I am not worthy of the love of any
honest man

I shall never question her or any
other but wllL believe her lightest
word against tIle world when she con-
descends to tell me Meanwhile I shall
Ret her out of this thieves den as soon
as may be and by God when I meet
you

I e Courcy risen and now bowed
lightly U hl perturbed guest Sir

u shall meet me at 12 and it will be
my privilege t conduct you to his
niajosty Jrtorning

He stood by window overlo klng
tin quadrangle and Watched his late

cross it staggering once as if
had freely of the wln

which remained antasted on the table
As the Scot disappeared under thenrohvmy De Courcy laughed

My line strutting cockrel he
t rd Ill lay you by the heels before
twfe dfty are paM Trom wells atBvoughton u8 his tattlipg tongue
H0TJ matty more has he tOld of me

mind Hes Upcoming man
IK 8 games up and 1 shake the

Saint D M tf ahe had only knownKvfry nw InOxford distrusts me ex-
fM the khtg
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gazed for the first on that gaunt
ha gered lace of a beatenman with his back to the Hround BO aifflculty in Xtttrfnclng theKing nrw a well accredited en

V inquired eagerly
people towards hini the

take the field in his behalf whoIhelr propable eadc were and how

All these queBUQ Armstrong an
he could in deep

efeated man

was being done Arm
to him the PUt of

5rs he had not fared
fitlj him The names of the

insertc 1 i document
fromlBe dictation of the Scot theh the

seal was affixed and CHarleg-
fflglt4tf the parchment He seemed in

haste to get the busthose done
with as jf every Joatj B6Jrreparable Won the ink wag drlea and
the parcmnent folded Armstrong placed
it in safs keeping v R While
titus engaged the king said a wot to
the secretary who handed him light
rapier then to the messeng
er the single word The Scot
IHwhed to think lad bees wanting
in the etiquette of court his kind

yearning to any differ
ence which should be rendered to a
monarch more wp caly that he was
no longer In a position to enforce the
homage He 1 on one knee and
bowed his head Charles rising
touched the rapier blade lightly upon
the shoulder of the kneeling man say
ing Rise Sir William Armstrong-
and be assured that if you bring this
poor signature of mine to Scotland
there Is ho title in my gift you may not
demand of me

Armstrong rose a k ard as a school-
boy not knowing whew to look or what
to say until he caught the cynical smite
of De Courticy standing at the right
hand side of the king

Sire the only thank I can tender
you is haste to the nrth and may
make my arm as strong to defend tiff
signature as my heart is true to
majesty

With that he back upon
royalty a grievous breach in the eyes
or and fled

God grant it aid tie king with a
sigh as he sank once mOte the seat
from whence he hud risen

There is no doubt of it said De
Cburcy softly

Doubt of what T asked the king
The oath he took till sit lightly on

his conscience He prayed that his
arms strength might equal his hearts
fealty distrust those who talk glibly
of their and hi was a most
blguoilif jimyer If his heart b v not
true a math no assertion Unit ft
WAS hlB Strong rm will avail US little

Surely If jV r honegty beamed from-
a mans face it wiz from Armstrongs
The are men

them your majecUr-
Uniaasy suspicion came into tn

ifres of the king as he turned them

fio you tear De Cdurcy
I have been study ing the man those

three dayg past I frdQptcd wfthout
question his assurances end threw him
off his guard Cromwell
tlooklng envoy and from what
strong ald I am sure his
well no farther away than torthamp
ton He was very ready with his ac-

count of his own Country people but
he told us nothing the marvelous
luck that brought Imn safely through a
hostile land which we 1thoiv to our
cost is admirably patrolled There is
young Rudby gone this month and
more to Edinburgh antI yet no word of
him And this stranger expects us to
believe he came over the same ground
unscathed and unquestioned In less
ttan a week

Oh God Oh H d in whom can I
place dependence ried the tortured
King jurying his U al in his hands
Then lie raised it and tid with a trw
of anger tn his olce

knew this man to be u traitor-
or u mlssary nf uipat Jnailgmstnt Ht
lid ydu bring him Into out presence

f Vmjld tnt l PUrc of him
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chance that he wee loyal and could get
through-

To raise my hopes like this and
dash then to ground

Not so TQur tna enty if you wil
pardon m o you pta inlpolftance
or this oommiMion

The utmost impbrtance I
quatr and he will raise all ScoHanfljCor
me If reach him

Ttten he win mak siccar as a
Scot once said

Ah De Courcy thnt was said whoa
a treacherous murdr was

will you Make sure that
is honest-

I should trouble no more about Arm
strong but If you will leave a duplicate
of that commission I wiltguarantee
that it reaches the hands o Traqiiair
I am a Frenchman and a subject of tht
French king I carry my passport t
that effect Bvan If I am stopped I
shall resist search on the ground of
nationality and Cromwell too greatfy
in awe of the power of France to rtnk-
Its might being thrown in the scajo

him Indeed I doubt
oft r a greater service to your mri3spr
than to be captured and
Louis v

The kings face cleared
You would not stop Armstrong

then
Assuredly not If his copy gets Into

Cromwells hands he may slacken his
alertness and not be on the outloak fpr
a duplicate As I said before there i
a chance the Scot plays fair but twp
commissions in the hands of
will do no harm and we mak sleoar

You are In the rght and yoUr ao-

vfce is always of the best How soon
will you be Ifave

This very moment your majesty
There is no time to be

secretary Write another
the names

Yes your majesty I hare them
here oti a

De Oourcy bade farewell to the kiu
him to return aasoon as

liorsjj coukl bring him and weat to
room to prepare his journey tne
dupjfcate commission following him
there

Armstrong strode to the IOn sped pp
the stair and knocked at the
the lantl5rtg Franks fxrself opened It
the determination on her face to refuse

any other then he melt-
ing i it to a welcome she greeted hlin-

My girl are you ready fOr th5

north
Ye yea ready an cager Have

saan the king
I nave and his royal signature roots

over my heart
The Joy from the girls face she

turned and walked with uncertain steps
to the table A hope had arisen that
the venomous DeOourcy would have
prejudiced the Wife gainst the youn
man and that her hateful task vwtflld
not be required f ler but now this
last refuge had falka her She
not

If you would rather not go until to
morrow saUl Armatong I can waiti
but JaMIe Im desperate anxious t

leave Ofor4 a soon as possible Wi
will not trarel further than Bapbu

I am re he replied with forced

then
the

know Tra
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fa-
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The rO4 betwen Oxford and
bury is the most peaceful of tlwrousnV
fares lola with reasonable dlrocness
gently undulating in parts passing
through quiet villageff swea
country mildly beautiful t to the
mind of Frances Wenlworth flUInno
tent ever lomndad as ff ers
seotlon of the broad path to perdituSf

was the scfttie of her lovers
with the lover whom she had rejecte
Tfie tutile she thought must

lfcrocurfea to hers now that thoi llfe-

sttle by side onee mare along this 111

Kwfl
ent on nis horse rc re gloomy
vfts his ont hf ruf srrpd what he

In r Ooii h tlia
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and a
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I ILl life she never thought ot lt
with creepy sensatioit or horror

compelled to travt rae
i prop s
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cruel test nero the stffgc was
d 1Qf hjsr hfletnient of the part

not of bra ii
ErVservatlotfjSio stgod

to give yp his life Hor
sUe had
by telling It thStrlhe deed pro

life ut Btttf knew
him sujottrfSOlic ws withdrawn
from ThAe Was little likelihood
that he wouiairavM fir beyond Ban
bury without his loss and
whllp he nev r suspect her of the
theft it n6lea no eeer to Dcs ictf his
Bourse of Action He In
fetantly Qx ord and when next he
was would by Cromwells
troopers rafjfi then she had gen
arars own wo-
tfon and thb i

t7

behinaut Jri LJnbury

pre
n to rob

buk-
oM rm e 8tU1tQ
and for who

n ng c
would

J that
her

d i enng
opld

oliJdr w n
to

ba1 t b
the

it came condemna

wnsilaft await-
ed tjig

ipf iLtJy Ma4th
t4ie iMliepin

lied

hhe
bettor

for

D ondg tc be the portion
of as well of
his lair wnrptfppn She surmised that
he was on the events which
had happy their faces wore
net south ov thls course and in part

rJghC Jaut the thoughts which
rankled tit hir mind were those impant Dir Cory and the wily
Frendnrtian had been accurate enough-
in his belief that the young m n-
Iflepstttei in the journey
wouiOa spollid lie ctiuld not bring
YtfmrttkM 1

the gtW nor oven tell her what D-eCourajriasajd for he saw that
a of wrr oppressed her

flnQ burden Jjo would not add
a p jgi of the slightest Word He

nnd U ared that she had loved this
runa gt6nce and that some remnant-
of affection still remained
I WM fSpas before they reschell Ox
for i notion during the en
ountar fronting the Crown inn dls

ttirbeil than the
hnidn He strove to

trusrvfe and persistent At

we tral like two mutes The In
Uuenbe of ned Oxford IS still upon

both of sight of
tlC town sqnttis with all re

The meeting with
the king this nfOE tnt has me up

re no help either
spur la the only

r him now so let
od Save the

atlons on his
Si him or to
woapon I can W-
lug gallop and

With tflttt tljey ra tHugether for a
tUlle aiid were the blfltvof it He hat
become almost cheerfaliSjraln when the
spires bfaBnbnry elms into view ani-

I thanked fortune hat the first stage of
their march was saf iy over

fJhey found old John and his
both ready for again

and Airmatrongr was plainly both to let
such a fine ovonms slip without

progress but Firancee seemed
anti worn U atT he had not
to distant

place and sigh he

While he jfone the innkeeper

the pass to the prepared room
showed tIle door

o med
ri strong as

po g
hen

I

nrt
tt any explanation from

pO suprme C In l1er

t o

a

fart mote
ofU

but they
fro

last WItI effort he himself
feign hilarity Fran

s

ire g
be done

a great pity m but

I

I
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tll toad

t fur-
ther so-

W n the
heart prQ OSit re stop-
pIng put ltj

came after seeing
r

nail

she was

al-
ready

toUTat

Insinua-
tions
till himself at these thoughts

cried with

Uh vexed mcdi
e

tiM

1Iug

pack-
horse

his horse for flight
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Much her will Armstrong in
slated upon tim dmlng to
him MM protested she had no
appetite artff lnii d s t opposite hllji

not a
iiip sfflfe nvnlh he urged her to oat

shook her head
glance and keeping hOt eyes dawftfeast-

jtfy glrl he said anxiously you
are cdmpletfcly tired I see that you
are on the point of being III if batter
rare is not Pest few

be forivard J wiU stay it ytfl yjah to
have inn jn ar you Or I will on

come bitch for you
T bdt well enough In the morn

llRe I am tired tonight
And djsnllted too
Yes dispirited You will esuuse

me I krid v-

iat he antfl against the ta-
SUppoit H by suit

W la i om so sojry for

sup er Itll

ztTi could tou h
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heroj nin tO

p
aId

Inmost

her but

J waft
7

SUIt

r

bo avoid1iig hlJs

t
I Eager ii T

and

ranirpsnto fert seml
Iii

Tlc

>

<

+

>

you Tell me what I can do for you
and on my soul my life Is yours If you
rwjuire it

4 o no God grant you take no hurt

and woulirhave toward him
but wtthsOnore UviistTi he had ex

away
uyva fpr her almost qve waJne

was scattered sudden fai

i J V1

fir dear lass one touch fronr
I All do not dts-

beforethe contact
w she wrenched herself free and

xtould have escaped he prang
forward rnlcau by the wrtsts-
agrlp sh BRS toi rememberlater in the
mfehti In spite nrts oning her
im itTS were raised to the sides of her
face and a look of uch terror shot from
her he feared some madness
had upon

Not that Not the shrieked
The kiss of Judas It would kill me
His arms dropped paralyzed to ills

sides and ha back a
amazed she had uHed
and the herutterance Next
instant ho vaAnlonc and the closed
door bptweent tn Still he stood where
silo had

The kiss of HulasJ he muttered
The Juda I She loves him

oC hint beeauC wi
are alone to Blier DC Courcy spttke
truth We me she Ipveshlm and I
blind God that poor girl
and this insanity of jasslon wasted on
sqrarifc a cur

Frances fled tq her room and threw
herself on the bed in an tears
This storm subsided into a gentle rain
of subdued weeping and finally ceasei-
as she heard the heavy tramp of riding
boots In the adjoining room She sat up
in the listening Intently He
closed the shutter of the wln

l3bw shaking them to be sure that their
fastenings were secucev Then the bolte

outer door were thrust In their
places but tHfs apHavcntly failing t
satisfy the doubts of the Inmate

alng dragged across the
he tramping ceased and all
SVe sat there thinking of

Jiatonind seemed to be
birie awaiting her and th
feaf itHffit there was no thought
f W nmfe bay or trying to avoid

she mi corry for herself ami-

ut depended her broth

consiaeratfon even If her bram wwe
alert eatSugh tl cast them In thft

afflnsfflawtt
hour struck again anti she
counted the notes Eleven It was
still too early people slept heavier as

night wore on She thought of
tttoir journey oit the halt at York of
thell talk in the niche in the hotel of
the Templars of various incidents
aldng r d tramp past or

s troopers ahead and as she
p they seemed be-

iiassing li passing passing
passing then jSmmwell

SC with re-

sounding clang She lifted her head
wiihri start anft fcha of the
breastplate changed to thb toll of tlje
bell In the h a ns she 1 il
been asleep life

on her drooping eyelids One two
three four five scroll It must
be midnight and the lint five strokes
had been on CrotnWeHs breastplatv
She roused hwself And attempted to
take her shoes but her hands wore
trembling so wa forced to d

better to tilt until all aft

of twelve sometimes dl turlf
aWakened the nd st s1 fc JIb
clock tower
as If It were approaching her hour y
hour At last the shoes came off and in
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feet she toed se
cret do waiting till the frightfully
rapid ting of her heart should nod
erat It threatened to choke her Twn
she slid beck the bar and drew OIHMI

tIn door all so smoothly oiled that
there was not the whisper of a renk
She tiptoed into the cavern of black-
ness and silence holding her spread
hands In front of her moving slowly
with the utmost caution stOp by step
In her mind she had estimated
her earlier survey of the room that
nine would take her to the bed
now she realized she taken dozeu
and yet had not come to it She stoea
bewildered and listened The

of a person in tile pitch dark
thrilled her with a new fear upset-
ting all her calculations The pmlis
of in her throat and in her
ears at first rendered any attempt at
listening futile but it last she heixrd
his regujicr byeathlng as peaceful is
that O IIQinfant nd It from the
other rftQm Pot a montent-

AjT r and she wondered
in mazes

fctfffng nightmare but the
8ohiiU ICT tr to li r quieted
her K RtIon It hod his
bed ttetlie had drgR d aeioss the
floor iand he fe sleeping agnlnst

preparations were as
naught

tier with her farmer
ctaittt ohirSL trho tlike to the edge of
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was pen at the throat

that was so rtnteh lo the Like
in lie Us

ness her haii i stttw down underMfiath

no such wild
moment It sftqi
last her flnj5

but th
drew It foutfl V

so

I05ea n the

to be
tor all Ah

she had congratuWSSpBfcselr toO iwen
It stuck last cord
thatbound It was uSauor the doe
ument was secured to a con-
tingency ehe had of
and yet what more
she It gently then a third Tftre
more strenuously when It m

away kuuSRfeaSyriJ k
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